
Angus B. Grieve-Smith 
39-65 51st Street, Apt. 3B, Woodside NY 11377 • (718) 205-8665 • grvsmth@panix.com 
 
October 30, 2007 
 
New York City Traffic Congestion Mitigation Commission 
47-40 21st Street – 9th Floor 
Long Island City, NY  11101 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 

Thank you for staying so late to hear our testimony. 

I am a Queens resident, father (my four-year-old son suffers from asthma), homeowner 
and small business owner. Tonight is my birthday, and I had planned to do other things, but this 
issue is important enough to me that I’m here talking to you. 

Many of the witnesses tonight have complained that the plan focuses on the central 
business district and does not address congestion in Queens.  As you probably know, the intent 
of the plan is to address both.  I would like to read an excerpt from a statement about congestion 
pricing and PlaNYC, written and signed by me and eleven of my neighbors.  I’m not an 
organizer or a “civic,” I’m a businessman, and I didn’t have time to round up any more than that. 

“Today, during rush hours, Queens Boulevard, and 43rd and Skillman Avenues are 
choked with traffic to and from the ‘free’ Queensborough Bridge. Under PlaNYC … many 
people who currently drive will probably choose to take the train or the bus, which will take 
hundreds of cars off our streets.  [According to the testimony we just heard from Mike Heffron, 
traffic in Long Island City would be reduced by as much as 27%.]  This means less pollution for 
our asthmatic children, less danger crossing our streets and avenues, and a faster trip for bus 
riders and people who do choose to drive. … 

“Even before the congestion pricing program is put in place, bus riders will see a 
tremendous improvement in service, with dedicated bus lanes from 51st Street and Queens 
Boulevard all the way across the Queensborough Bridge to Manhattan.  More frequent, faster bus 
service will make the Q32, Q39 and Q60 buses a viable alternative to the train. … 

“Representative Joe Crowley and State Senator George Onorato have already endorsed 
PlaNYC in light of the benefits we mentioned above. We urge our leaders to implement the bus 
and train improvements as soon as possible, and to ensure that some form of congestion pricing 
is put in place to reduce the traffic that passes through our neighborhoods.” 

Speaking for myself, I would like to add that I know you have heard from many Queens 
residents who are opposed to this plan.  Despite what some may have claimed, these people do 
not speak for all of Queens.  As you can see from my presence here and the statements of my 
neighbors, there are plenty of people in Queens who want to see congestion pricing.  According 
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to the Quinnipiac polls, at least 30% of Queens residents support the plan.  It’s the right thing to 
do for our safety, for our health, for our quality of life, and for our children. 

Thank you all for taking the time to find a way to get these cars off our streets. 


