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January 24, 2008 
 
New York City Traffic Congestion Mitigation Commission 
47-40 21st Street –9th Floor 
Long Island City, NY 11101 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 

I hope that, after the number of speakers who have already spoken in favor of some sort of 
congestion pricing tonight, we can put to rest this notion that “Queens” is against congestion pricing. 

 
At your last visit to Queens, on October 30 (my birthday) there was a glitch and my name was not 

on the list of speakers.  I would like to take a moment to thank you again for letting me speak despite that 
glitch.  Today is not my birthday, it’s just an ordinary day.  However, my wife and I did celebrate our 
anniversary this past Saturday.  

 
With respect to Councilmember Comrie, I’m tired of hearing this issue described as “Manhattan-

centric.”  It is important to many of us in Queens, I am here to give you a Sunnyside/Woodside 
perspective on the alternative plans you are considering.  This also relates to what Karla Quintero said 
about the effect of heavily trafficked streets on quality of life. 

 
Three years ago, I ran into a neighbor on the street, an old friend from college.  He was walking 

on crutches, and he proceeded to tell me how he got in that state.  He was walking to the subway, crossing 
43rd Avenue at 52nd Street, as thousands of us do every day.  As he waited to cross, he had a feeling that 
something wasn’t right, and he stepped back from the curb.  A speeding vehicle hit a motorcycle right in 
front of him.  The motorcyclist was thrown from the scene and killed.  The motorcycle hit my friend and 
knocked him into the window of a parked van.  He had to have extensive hip reconstruction surgery.  He 
was unable to walk for months, and even now walks slowly and with a limp. 

 
This past November 1st (two days after my birthday), a van ran a red light at the corner of 

Skillman Avenue and 50th Street.  A car slammed into the van, sending it into the front door of Aubergine 
Café.  The entrance to the café is a popular spot for neighbors to chat, and the owner told me that a parent 
had to pull their child out of this van’s path.  This was the third car to jump the curb at that corner in two 
years. 

 
After one neighbor saw an elderly woman making the sign of the cross before attempting to get 

across Skillman Avenue, a group of us got together and decided to act.  Numerous requests for stoplights 
and painted crosswalks at this corner have been turned down.  We invited some traffic safety experts to 
study these avenues, and they confirmed our suspicions: these avenues have been designed to move cars 
swiftly to and from the “free” Queensborough Bridge, at the expense of our safety.  They are too wide for 
neighborhood streets, the lights are timed to invite speeding, and the crosswalks are not well-marked.  
Drivers rarely yield to pedestrians, or even slow down. 

 
We have contacted local officials and the DOT to remedy this situation, but nothing will change 

as long as they are expected to accommodate a high demand for access to the Queensborough Bridge.  
This is why I’m here tonight.  In your Interim Report, Table 14 on Page 41 shows that Western Queens 
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would see a minimum of 5.6% reduction in vehicle miles traveled under the Mayor’s plan, 6.1% under the 
Alternative Congestion Pricing plan, 6.9% under the Toll Plan and 7.5% under the Rationing Plan.  These 
traffic reduction figures are higher than any other neighborhood outside of Manhattan, and higher than 
Manhattan above 86th Street under all but the Rationing Plan. 

 
I haven’t seen the detailed models for Western Queens, but since Skillman and 43rd Avenues are 

the overflow for Queens Boulevard, and Queens Boulevard is the overflow for the Long Island 
Expressway, I can only assume that a significant portion of that traffic reduction would be on these 
dangerous avenues running through my neighborhood.  Reducing that demand would allow these streets 
to be returned to neighborhood use. 

 
Don’t let people tell you that it would be unfair to put tolls on the Queensborough Bridge.  

What’s unfair is the way it is now, a “free” service that we pay for with our taxpayer dollars whether we 
use it or not, inviting people to speed through our neighborhood. 

 
If congestion pricing or bridge tolls had been in place three years ago, my friend might be 

walking normally today, and the motorcycle rider might be alive.  My son is five years old, and soon he 
will be old enough to cross the street by himself.  Please do something to reduce the traffic through our 
neighborhood, so that he, and all of us, can cross safely. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Angus B. Grieve-Smith 


